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From ‘litter’
to

‘pollution’



This is not a ‘litter’ problem.
This is a global system problem



No one lives here.

Plastic pollution is a
transboundary
problem.

Not a matter of
individual consumer
responsibility.



Neither ‘marine’ nor ‘litter’





Can waste ‘management’ scale up to the size of
the problem?



Is this how we manage plastic waste?



Or this?



We are bailing
out the
bathwater with
a spoon while
industry turns
the tap on
harder…





Gaps in current global governance







Prevention is better than cure



Environmental
Investigation

Agency





Goal One: Minimize plastic
production and consumption



Goal 2: Facilitate safe circular
economy for plastics



Standards, eco-labelling, freedom of information



Goal 3: Eliminate plastic pollution in
the environment



Rio Principle 7

“States shall cooperate in a spirit
of global partnership to conserve,
protect and restore the health and
integrity of the Earth's ecosystem.
In view of the different
contributions to global
environmental degradation, States
have common but differentiated
responsibilities…”



National
Plastic
Pollution
Prevention
Plans (N4Ps)

Describe how countries will meet the core goals.

Ambitious and measurable targets.

Horizontal policy coherence

Include targets, baselines for indicators, implementation and
time frames, harmonized monitoring methodologies.

Reflect increasing levels of ambition over time.

Regular reporting from governments to the secretariat (including
meaningful qual and quant data)

A national implementation authority



Global
reporting

Iterative global reviews and reporting pf
performance and impacts back to member
states

Transparent compliance mechanism

Deal with cases of noncompliance including
reporting

State countries’ rights to prohibit imports of
plastic products from noncompliant parties due
to unacceptable risk



Supporting
mechanisms

Funding from both domestic budgets,
private sources, and international support

• - additional support for developing countries
• - funds from plastics industry (polluter pays)

Clearing-house to share information about
accessing funds.

Funds should promote polluter pays
market-based instruments so that countries
internalize their own externalities.



A framework for
further action

A governing body

Subsidiary bodies – scientific
and technical support

Stakeholder engagement
mechanism



Next steps – A ‘start and strengthen’ approach



Thank you co-sponsors


